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Safeguarding – Supporting Information Addendum 
Victoria College  
September 2025 

 

How to navigate this policy with ease and find key information quickly 

If you are looking for specific information on a safeguarding concern, press ‘Control and F’ together 
and this navigation window will appear on the left of your screen: 

 

Type a key word in the tool bar and where that word appears in the policy, you will be able to click 
directly to it. E.g. if you type bullying, it will show everywhere in the policy that the word bullying 
appears. Clicking the arrows up and down will take you directly to the area of the policy.  

 

Federation Specific: Staff- refer to the ‘Safeguarding Information’ tab for more information and 
support in how to identify and act if you have concerns. 

If you are unsure 

NEVER DO NOTHING - SPEAK TO A DSL FOR ADVICE 
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Adverse Childhood Experiences​
 
Adverse Childhood Experiences are stressful or traumatic experiences that can have a huge impact 
on children and young people throughout their lives.  
Staff will periodically receive training on ACEs and will report concerns in the same manner as other 
safeguarding incidents - Factsheet available for staff containing more information. 

 

Adverse childhood experiences and the lasting impact - NHS Safeguarding 

 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 

The theory and development of computer systems able to perform tasks normally requiring human 
intelligence, such as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and translation between 
languages. 

Risks: 

●​ Phishing/ cyber attacks 
●​ Impersonation 
●​ Discrimination and wellbeing concerns 

Staff to follow online safety guidance detailed in the online safety policy and report concerns to DSL’s. 

●​ Staff should be mindful of not including any personal information relating to pupils/students on 
any AI platform to avoid ‘profiling’ 

 
Child Abduction 
 

Child abduction is the act of taking a child away from their family, carer or person who has lawful 
control of the child without consent or lawful justification. Abduction can happen when a child is taken 
away, sent away or detained. 

Child abduction can be committed by parents or other family members; by people known but not 
related to the victim, such as neighbours, friends and acquaintances; and by strangers. 

Whilst not wishing to distress or frighten children and young people it must be ensured that they are 
made aware of dangers in appropriate ways. 

College staff must also be aware that it is not always strangers who attempt abduction and should be 
vigilant when releasing young people to those who collect them after/during college times. 
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High quality RPSHE which includes; exploration of what a ‘stranger’ is and when they might be 
helpful/harmful; strategies for avoiding abduction i.e. run, yell, tell, resisting ‘lures’; staying safe out 
and about; online safety; what to do when lost; how/who to ask for help. 

 
Children/Young People and the Court System 
 

The role of the Children's Court is to ensure that the best interests of young people are paramount to 
any proceedings. The court only deals with children and young people. If an adult - a parent, for 
example - is charged with a crime against a child, they go to a different court. 

Young people are sometimes required to give evidence in criminal courts, either for crimes committed 
against them or for crimes they have witnessed. 

The college has worked with the Crown Prosecution Service attending Hate Crime Panels.  

Children/Young People with additional needs 
 
Systems to support student communication (AAC) will be put in place to support students in making 
disclosures. College will support other professionals who need to work alongside students to ensure 
strategies used and effective and the voice of the pupil/ young person is captured. 
 
When the college is considering ending a student’s college place, for reasons other than their 
placement is complete, a vulnerable student or one who is the subject of Adult Safegaurding, or where 
there is an existing safeguarding case open, we will conduct a holistic multi-agency risk-assessment 
prior to making the decision.  In the event of a one-off serious incident resulting in an immediate 
decision to end the placement, the risk assessment should be completed prior to convening a meeting 
of the trustees. 
 
Help empower Learners with SEND by: 
 

●​ providing them with communication support and opportunities to express themselves 
●​ helping them to build a supportive relationship with a trusted person 
●​ consulting them on their views and wishes about their life and care in order to meet their needs 
●​ providing accessible education on topics such as keeping safe, sex and relationships and 

online  
●​ safety (NSPCC programmes “stay safe, speak out”) 
●​ providing information in accessible formats 
●​ providing opportunities for peer support and social activities 
●​ giving them opportunities to express themselves creatively through activities like art and music 
●​ giving them access to advocacy services  

 

Young people with family members in prison 
 

Young people are at risk of poor outcomes including poverty, stigma, isolation and poor mental health. 

Support for pupils/young people and families can be sought from the National information centre on 
children of offenders 

 
Contextual Safeguarding 
 
Contextual safeguarding is about the impact of the public/social context on young people’s lives, and 
consequently their safety. It seeks to identify and respond to harm and abuse posed to young people 
outside their home, either from adults or other young people. As an approach it looks at how 
interventions can change the processes and environments, to make them safer for all young people, 
as opposed to focussing on an individual. 
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The contextual concerns for the federation include: 

●​ Gangs 
●​ Neglect 
●​ Drugs  
●​ County lines 
●​ Visitors to local area- E.g., QE Hospital 

 
County Lines 
 

County lines is when a young person is groomed by a criminal gang, then exploited to transport drugs 
and money from one area (county) to another – usually from an urban location to a rural or coastal 
one. 

The young person may be trafficked to the gang’s ‘trap houses’ miles away from home, to find 
‘customers’, deal with rival gangs and sell drugs 

To the gang, the young person is an expendable commodity. They’re likely to face violence and sexual 
exploitation 

The ‘line’ refers to the phone line that the gang uses for selling drugs 

This means that in our college our staff will be vigilant in recognising potential signs of students being 
involved in this activity. 

Some of the following can be indicators of Child Criminal Exploitation: 

●​ young people who appear with unexplained gifts or new possessions 
●​ young people who associate with other young people involved in exploitation 
●​ young people who suffer from changes in emotional well-being 
●​ young people who misuse drugs and alcohol 
●​ young people who go missing from or home for unexplainable and/or persistent absences for 

periods of time or regularly come home late 
●​ young people who regularly miss college or education or do not take part in education. 
Young people who have been the perpetrator or alleged perpetrator of serious violence (e.g. knife 
crime), as well as the victim 
 
Critical Incident Plan  
 

A critical incident may be defined as an incident or situation involving trauma, fatality or serious injury 
to an individual or serious damage to property. 

By its very nature such an incident is sudden, unpredictable and outside the range of normal human 
experience. Such events are normally very distressing to students and college staff. 

College will refer to the relevant Critical Incident and Business Continuity plans in the event of a critical 
incident. These are available to all staff in the front office and online. The plan outlines the steps to 
take in the event of an emergency and there is a Critical Incident Response Team allocated to lead on 
the planning and resolution.  

Dealing with a disclosure of abuse  
 
When a student tells me about abuse, they have suffered, what should I remember? 
 

●​ Stay calm. 
●​ Do not communicate shock, anger or embarrassment. 
●​ Reassure the young person. Tell them you are pleased that they are speaking to you. 
●​ No secrets. Assure her/him that you will try to help but let the young person know that you 

will have to tell other people in order to do this.  State who this will be and why. 
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●​ Say you'll take them seriously - They may have kept the abuse secret because they were 
scared they wouldn’t be believed. Make sure they know they can trust you and you’ll listen 
and support them. 

●​ Tell the young person that it is not her/his fault. 
●​ Encourage the young person to talk but do not ask "leading questions" or press for 

information. 
●​ Listen and remember. 
●​ Check that you have understood correctly what the young person is trying to tell you. 
●​ Praise the young person for telling you. Communicate that s/he has a right to be safe and 

protected. 
●​ Do not tell the young person that what they have experienced is dirty, naughty or bad. 
●​ Don’t make any comments about the alleged offender. 
●​ Be aware that the young person may retract what s/he has told you.  It is essential to 

record in writing, 
all you have heard, though not necessarily at the time of disclosure. 

●​ As soon as you can afterwards, make a detailed record of the conversation using the young 
person’s 

own language.  Do not add any opinions or interpretations. 
●​ Do not take photographs of the injury. Record in writing as much detail as possible. 

 
NB   
It is not education staff’s role to seek disclosures. Their role is to observe that something may be 
wrong, ask about it, listen, be available and try to make time to talk. 
Staff should be aware that young people may not feel ready or know how to tell someone that they are 
being abused, exploited, or neglected, and/or they may not recognise their experiences as harmful 
 

Immediately after a disclosure 
 
You should not deal with this yourself. Clear indications or disclosure of abuse must be reported to the 
relative local authority’s adult safeguarding team without delay, by the Head Teacher, DSL or in 
exceptional circumstances by the staff member who has raised the concern. 
 
Seek support from from your DSL or Head Teacher after the disclosure if you need it.  
 
Drugs and Substance Misuse 
 

We are referring to alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs such as cannabis or cocaine, medicines like 
opioid-based painkillers, new psychoactive substances or ‘legal-highs’ and solvents. The term 
‘controlled drugs’ means illegal drugs and some prescription medication that can cause harm if not 
used properly, like morphine. 

 
Fabricated Induced Illness 
 
This is a form of abuse where a parent or carer causes, invents or exaggerates symptoms of illness in 
their young person or deliberately causes symptoms of illness in their young person. This has been 
previously known as ‘Munchausen’s Syndrome By Proxy’ 
We will not confront parents/carers directly as it is unlikely they will admit to any wrongdoing and it 
may give them the opportunity to dispose of any evidence of abuse 

Financially motivated sexual extortion (Sextortion) 
 

Sextortion is sexual extortion. It involves the threat of having sexual information, photos or videos 
shared. This is done to get money from an individual, to control their behaviour or pressure them for 
further images. 
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Staff should be aware that both females and males can be victims. All concerns should be reported to 
the DSL’s and follow the online safety guidance and the sharing nudes. semi-nudes guidance-  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-setti
ngs-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-how-to-respond-to-an-inc
ident-overview 

 

Gangs and Youth Violence 

Definition of a gang 
A gang is a relatively durable, predominantly street-based group of young people who see themselves 
(and are seen by others) as a discernible group and engage in a range of criminal activity and 
violence. They may also identify with or lay claim over territory, have some form of identifying structure 
feature, and/or are in conflict with other, similar gangs 

College will: 

Create an environment based on equality and informed choice – provide information to allow students 
to make informed choices.  

Check young people have safe relationships – in their family, with their peers and with staff.  

Contextual approach – be aware of the risks to children and young people in the local area in relation 
to gangs and youth violence. 

 

Gender Questioning  

Young people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or gender questioning.  

●​ Staff will consider the range of needs and impact of social transition for pupils/students. 
●​ Staff should encourage families to seek clinical help if appropriate. 
●​ Consider the risk of vulnerabilities such as bullying. 
●​ Staff will follow guidance from the DFE  

https://consult.education.gov.uk/equalities-political-impartiality-anti-bullying-team/gender-questioning-c
hildren-proposed-guidance/supporting_documents/Gender%20Questioning%20Children%20%20nons
tatutory%20guidance.pdf  

 
Gender-based violence  
 

Gender based violence is violence that is directed against a person on the basis of gender. It is mostly 
inflicted by men on women and girls. Types of gender-based violence include: domestic violence; rape 
and sexual assault; stalking; human trafficking and modern slavery; female genital mutilation (FGM); 
forced marriage; and so-called ‘honour’-based violence 

Some of our young people are dependent on adults for personal / intimate care and that we recognise 
that those staff supporting this, need to be vigilant on being aware of signs of FGM. Staff will know 
who to report this too and will have annual refresher training to support them in the role. 

Staff will be alert to signs or indicators of: 

●​ self-harm or suicidal acts/comments 
●​ running away from home 
●​ a history of police intervention with the family 
●​ FGM 
●​ anxious behaviour about an upcoming holiday 
●​ being watched by siblings or older cousins 
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●​ the sudden announcement of an engagement 
 

Harmful Sexualised Behaviour- Child on Child Abuse- Sexual Harm, Violence and/or Sexual 
Harassment 
 

Sexual harm, violence and sexual harassment can occur between two young people of any age or 
gender; this can either be a group of young people sexually assaulting or sexually harassing a 
single young person or group of young people. We recognise that this behaviour can take place in a 
college or any setting where students are together. 

The impact of this behaviour on young people can be very distressing having an impact on 
academic achievement and their emotional health & wellbeing. 

All behaviour takes place on a spectrum. Understanding where a student’s behaviour falls on a 
spectrum is essential to being able to respond appropriately to it. 

In this policy we recognise the importance of distinguishing between healthy, problematic and 
sexually harmful behaviour (HSB) 

As a college therefore, we may use the Hackett’s Continuum. 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2685/responding-to-children-who-display-sexualised-behaviou
r-guide.pdf 

​
 In some cases, we will also use the AIM model 2016 (Carson). These are nationally recognised 
and acclaimed tools to assist in determining healthy, problematic and harmful sexual behaviours 
in children and young people. 

We may also use college behaviour risk reduction plansdepending on the outcomes of 
assessing risk in each individual case.  

Using tools like this will help us: 

●​ Decide next steps and make decisions regarding safeguarding young people; 

●​ Assess and respond appropriately to sexual behaviour in students; 

●​ Understand healthy sexual development and distinguish it from problematic/ harmful 
behaviour; 

●​ Assist with communicating with parents/cares about the concerns we have about their 
child/young people; 

●​ Assist with communicating with our partners and agencies about the concerns we have 
regarding a student in the college. 

 

Action following a report of Sexual Harm, Violence and/or Sexual Harassment 

We will inform all staff that should they see or hear of any sexual behaviour they will stop the 
behaviour immediately; report the behaviour to the Designated Safeguarding Lead and make a 
written record of the incident through MYConcern  

We will speak to the student to establish their view about what happened and why, what 
understanding they have, what responsibility they take for their actions, and their 
willingness/ability to work on their behaviours. 

We will speak to the student/s who has been targeted to establish the impact on them of the 
behaviour. How the other student/s managed to get in a position to carry out the behaviour, how 
they are feeling about the other student now, and what support they require. 
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This will only be to ascertain clarification; any further investigation may have to be 
undertaken by the statutory agencies. 

We will contact the parents/carers of those involved and share the information.  

Following an incident, we will consider: 

●​ The wishes of the victim in terms of how they want to proceed e.g. ask about  
●​ Whether they want to make a police complaint. This is especially important in the context 

of sexual violence and sexual harassment; 
●​ The nature of the alleged incident(s) e.g. the intention, mitigating circumstances AND 

Including: whether a crime may have been committed and consideration of harmful 
sexual behaviour; 

●​ The ages of the students involved; 
●​ The developmental stages of the students involved; 
●​ Any power imbalance between the students concerned. For example, is the alleged 

abuser significantly older, more mature or more confident? Does the victim have a 
disability or learning difficulty? 

●​ If the alleged incident is a one-off or a sustained pattern; 
●​ Are there ongoing risks to the victim, other students, siblings, adult students or college 

staff; or other related issues in the wider context? 
 

Whilst the college establishes the facts of the case: 

●​ The alleged abuser will be removed from any classes or areas they share with the 
victim; 

●​ We will consider any reasonable steps to ensure the safety and protection of the alleged 
abuser, victim and all other students we have a duty to safeguard; 

●​ We will consider how best to keep the victim and alleged abuser/s at a reasonable 
distance apart on college premises, including transport to and from the college; 

●​ We will use the recommended In College HSB Risk Management Plan if assessed as 
appropriate; 

●​ We will use a Victim Support Plan. 
These actions are in the best interests of the students involved and should not be perceived to be a 
judgment on the guilt of the alleged abuser/s. 

 

Hate Crimes- Including Racism 

A hate crime is a criminal offence that is motivated by hostility or prejudice based on: 
●​ Race 
●​ Religion 
●​ Disability 
●​ Sexual Orientation 
●​ Transgender identity 

Any incident of racism, race hate or incitement to hate will be reported to the police if it is believed an 
offence many have been committed.  
In all cases consideration is given to reporting the matter to Adult Social Care Services. 

 

Homelessness 
 
The definition of homelessness means not having a home. People are classed as homeless 
if they have nowhere to stay and are living on the streets, but can be homeless even if they have a 
roof over their head. ​

SAFEGUARDING SUPPORTING INFORMATION ADDENDUM SEPTEMBER 2025 



10 
 
 ​
People are classed as homeless if they are:  

●​ staying with friends or family  
●​ staying in a hostel, night shelter or B&B  
●​ squatting (because they have no legal right to stay)  
●​ at risk of violence or abuse in their home  
●​ living in poor conditions that affect their health  
●​ living apart from their family because you don't have a place to live together  

 

Misinformation Online and Toxic Masculinity- (Including Misogyny/INCEL’s) 
 

Misinformation online, including toxic masculinity young people might be exposed to fake news or 
misinformation online. AI is sometimes used to alter images and videos, or create completely fake 
images and videos, and it’s often difficult to spot what’s real and what’s not.  
 
This is a safeguarding risk because: 

•​ Reading or hearing misinformation can upset and worry young people 
•​ Misinformation has been linked to radicalisation by extremists 

 
Misogyny is hatred of prejudice against women, typically exhibited by men. This hatred may be in 
person or online, including an Incel Group.  

Incel is a shortened version of involuntary celibate. The term involuntary celibate was seen as a 
person who “had not had sex for some time, despite trying”. 

At its most basic, the Incel world view appears to be based in our deep-rooted survival of the fittest 
ideals, namely that there are alpha males and females (known as Chads and Staceys) representing 
the top tier, with a majority of men in the middle tier (known as Normies) and then and exclusive 
minority group of males in the bottom tier who are the Incels. This world view suggests that women are 
not only genetically inferior to men but are solely driven by an inherent sexual desire to mate with 
males who they see as genetically superior to them.  This naturally then leads to the view that those in 
the bottom tier (the Incels) will automatically be excluded by any woman. 

Many of those following the Incel ideology report having additional needs when younger which appear 
to have been unsupported but which had a significant impact on their emotional development and 
perceived place in society. This has then developed into feelings of ostracization and rejection by 
others, which further compounds their worldview. 

Colleges will challenge any misogynistic behaviour and ensure all stakeholders know that this 
behaviour will not be tolerated in college. 

Students who display misogynistic behaviour will be supported to understand why it is not acceptable 
through support from the pastoral team.  

We will follow relevant policies and procedures across the Federation to reduce instances of 
misogynistic behaviours and attitudes and address any concerns that may be raised if identified as 
linking to Incel Groups or activity. This will include the use of the Prevent Policy and referral process.  

We will regularly review the RPSHE curriculum to ensure that this is reflective of the risks and teaching 
students’ appropriate content. Frequent staff training will underpin their knowledge of this, so that they 
can feel confident to challenge views and refer onto a DSL, if needed. We will continue to be mindful 
of the context of the settings in the Federation, including the websites that our students might access – 
both in and out of college. Our filtering and monitoring software and procedures will support this too.  

Modern Day Slavery and Trafficking  
 

Modern slavery is a crime and a violation of fundamental human rights. It takes various forms, such as 
slavery, servitude, forced and compulsory labour and human trafficking, all of which have in common 
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the deprivation of a person's liberty by another in order to exploit them for personal or commercial 
gain. 

College staff will respond to any concerns that modern day slavery is taking place under the same 
reporting procedures as other concerns, and notify the national crime agency. 

 
Responses from parents/carers relating- What’s a cause for concern? 
 
Research and experience indicate that the following responses from parents may suggest a cause for 
concern across all five categories: 
 

●​ Delay in seeking treatment that is obviously needed 
●​ Unawareness or denial of any injury, pain or loss of function (for example, a fractured limb) 
●​ Incompatible explanations offered, several different explanations or the young person is 

said to have acted in a way that is inappropriate to her/his age and development 
●​ Reluctance to give information or failure to mention other known relevant injuries 
●​ Frequent presentation of minor injuries 
●​ A persistently negative attitude towards the young person 
●​ Unrealistic expectations or constant complaints about the young person 
●​ Alcohol misuse or other drug/substance misuse 
●​ Parents request removal of the young person from home; or 
●​ Violence between adults in the household 
●​ Evidence of coercion and control. 

 

Self-Harm 
 

Self-harm is when somebody intentionally damages or injures their body. 
Some of the reasons that people may self-harm include: 

●​ A sensory input  
●​ expressing or coping with emotional distress 
●​ trying to feel in control 
●​ a way of punishing themselves 
●​ relieving unbearable emotional distress 
●​ a cry for help 
●​ a response to intrusive thoughts 

 

Self-harm may be linked to bad experiences that are happening now, or in the past. But sometimes the 
reason is unknown. 

With parental consent, staff will refer to the behaviour team for behaviour support.  

This is to try to establish the motivation- e.g. is the self-harm a sensory need, or is it a mental health 
need. Staff will act upon the advice accordingly.  

Staff will complete behaviour logs, and record concerns following the colleges reporting procedures. 
 
Suicide  
 

The effects of a suicide can be devastating, and the impact felt by many – including family, friends, 
neighbours, employers, colleagues, professionals, and the wider community. The Federation may 
need support to feel prepared on how to respond to a critical incident such as a death by suicide. 

●​ Staff will follow the guidance laid out in -Postvention support package for Education 
Establishments.  

●​ If necessary, staff will refer to the Birmingham Suicide Prevention Lead for support. 

SAFEGUARDING SUPPORTING INFORMATION ADDENDUM SEPTEMBER 2025 
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●​ Staff will consult a trained Mental Health First Aider for support. 
●​ Staff will make referrals, such as to the police or CASS if they are concerned for the wellbeing 

of any individual within the Federation. 

The use of reasonable force 

There are circumstances when it is appropriate for staff in college to use reasonable force to 
safeguard children and young people.  

The term ‘reasonable force’ covers the broad range of actions used by staff that involves a degree of 
physical contact to control or restrain children/young people.  

This can range from guiding a child/young person to safety by the arm, to more extreme 
circumstances such as breaking up a fight or where a child/young person needs to be restrained to 
prevent violence or injury.  

‘Reasonable’ in these circumstances means ‘using no more force than is needed’. The use of force 
may involve either passive physical contact, such as standing between students or blocking a 
student’s path, or active physical contact such as leading a student by the arm out of the classroom. 

All episodes of physical restraint (including reasonable force) must be recorded and reported to a 
member of SLT and recorded on the student’s BRRP, information will then be shared with the 
family/carers. 

Transition 

Includes transition within the current setting and transitional safeguarding to a new setting.  

Transitional Safeguarding is an “approach to safeguarding adolescents and young adults fluidly across 
developmental stages which builds on the best available evidence, learns from both children’s and 
adult safeguarding practice and which prepares young people for their adult lives.  

●​ Staff will ensure that pupil/student information is up to date and relevant.  
●​ Staff will ensure they have read and understood relevant documents relating to supporting 

students/students. 
●​ The DSL’s will ensure safeguarding files are received/sent promptly for leavers/new students, 

following handover in person or electronically though safe and secure methods 

Staff will follow the following guidance: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60b108a88fa8f5489192fdb3/dhsc_transitional_safeguar
ding_report_bridging_the_gap_web.pdf 

Upskirting 
 

The Voyeurism (Offences) Act, which is commonly known as the Upskirting Act came into force on 
12.04.2019. Upskirting is where someone takes a picture under a person’s clothing (not necessarily a 
skirt) without their permission and or knowledge, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks 
to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm. It is a criminal offence. 

College will manage incidents of Upskirting in the same manner as harmful sexualised behaviour.  

Staff will follow the same guidelines and procedures for reporting Upskirting as with Youth Produced 
Imagery and must ensure that they do not view, distribute or delete any images that they may be 
aware of. 

Young Carers 
 

A young carer is someone who helps care for someone within their family. The support they give is 
usually regular or ongoing for another family member, usually a parent or sibling. A young carer may 
provide care or support for another person due to them having an illness, a physical disability, a barrier 
that prevents them from having independence, a mental health condition, or a drug or alcohol problem. 
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Young carers often have to assume a level of responsibility that would normally only be asked of an 
adult.  
Many young carers can suffer from: 

●​ Anxiety and exhaustion because of the pressure of taking on adult responsibilities 
●​ Worry that they may let family members down if they can’t keep up or feel the need to ask for 

help 
●​ Social issues – their time at college and social time with their friends can be affected 

Staff should be particularly alert to the potential need for early help for a young person who is a young 
carer. This is part of the broader responsibility to identify young people who may benefit from early 
help and provide support as soon as a problem emerges. 
 

Youth Produced Imagery 
​
Youth Produced Imagery is known by several different names, including: 

●​ Sharing nudes/semi nudes (this language is used in Keeping Children Safe in Education) 

●​ Sexting (though this can sometimes relate to the text accompanying the image or sending 
sexual messages without any images) 

The college will address youth produced imagery in the curriculum  
 

●​ Body image  
●​ What healthy relationships look like 
●​ The law with online safety 

 
We will refer to the government advice on how to manage incidents of sharing nudes. 
 
Staff WILL NOT: 

●​ View, copy or share the image in any way (this includes emailing DSL’s the image)  
●​ Delete the image 

Staff WILL: 
Inform DSL’s immediately 

Management of the Safeguarding Policy 
 

We will ensure all our staff, trustees, volunteers are trained in the awareness and response to all 
forms of bullying, all forms of child on child abuse, and including any local issues and concerns in 
the wider context (Contextual Safeguarding). 

In addition, we will ensure all our staff, trustees and volunteers are aware of this appendix and the 
supporting guidance, in order that they are clear regarding their role and responsibilities 
 
Quality Assurance  
 
Quality assurance is about assessing the quality of the work we undertake in safeguarding  
young people and understanding the impact of this work in terms of its effectiveness in helping 
children and young people feel safe. 

The Federated DSL’s meet half termly to provide supervision and support to ensure responses to 
safeguarding concerns are consistent. 

 
If You’re Unsure About a Word or Phrase 

 
You don't need to learn these terms – use this as a reference if you hear students use a word that you 
don't recognise. 
This dictionary isn't exhaustive. 
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Your students might not understand the words they're using 
This is especially true if students in your college have more complex needs. It's important to remember 
that they: 

●​ Might not mean to use this language in a hurtful way 
●​ Might mean to use a different word 

If you hear students using a term you don't recognise, you can ask them what they mean, and then 
check this resource to see if the student is using the word correctly. 
If the term is potentially an offensive one, you can ask them: 

●​ "Do you know that some people might be offended by that word/phrase? 
●​ "Do you know why it might be a bad idea to say that?" 

 
Language related to cyber-bullying, harassment and cyber crime 
Cyber-stal
king 

  
  

Using the internet or text messages to repeatedly harass or bully someone – often using 
multiple apps and platforms and multiple accounts. 

Doxing / 
Doxxing   

Publicly posting someone's private information (e.g. their name, address, place of work or 
college), usually without their consent. This information might be used to harass the 
person further. 

Dogpiling   When a group of people, usually a large group, target a single person with harassment. 

Griefing   Deliberately trying to ruin other people's fun in online games (e.g. blowing up another 
player's house in Minecraft). 

Finsta   

'Fake Insta/Fake Instagram' – this may mean a second, private, Instagram account for 
sharing more personal content with a trusted group of friends, or a second Instagram 
account made to look like another person, either to impersonate them or bully them. This 
is also known as a 'sock puppet account'. 

KYS   Stands for 'kill yourself', used to harass or upset others. 

Phishing   A kind of scam where criminals trick targets into giving up personal information (including 
bank details or account passwords). 

Ratio / 
Ratio'ing   When a negative response to a social media post gets far more positive engagement 

than the original post. 
Troll / 
Trolling   Deliberately saying hurtful or inflammatory things to get a response from someone, or a 

group of people. 

Sub-tweeti
ng   

Negatively talking about someone publicly on social media without tagging them in a 
post, so the person might not see it. It's most common on X (formerly Twitter) but can 
happen on other platforms. 

Swatting   

Calling emergency services (usually the police) and falsely claiming a serious crime is 
happening at someone else's home (e.g. a bomb threat or a hostage situation), with the 
intent of police arriving at the person's house. This is done to harass and frighten 
someone. 

 
Language related to dating and sex 

Bodycount   
  

A way for someone to say how many people they've had sex with (e.g. 'my bodycount 
is 3'). 

Catfishing   Pretending to be someone else on the internet (e.g. on dating apps), sometimes to 
trick others into sending them nude images and/or money. 

Ghosting   
Suddenly breaking off all contact with someone, which might include 
blocking, 'unfriending' or unfollowing them on all platforms. This usually happens in 
romantic relationships but can also happen between friends. 

Hook-up / 
Hookup   Casual sex and/or casual sexual relationships.   

Nudes   Nude or semi-nude images. It's sometimes written as 'newds', 'noods' or 'n00ds' to 
avoid language filters on some apps.  

Thirst trap   A sexually-suggestive photo or image intended to grab people's attention. It usually 
isn't a nude image so it can be posted on social media. 
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Language related to extreme beliefs 
'Chad' and 
'Stacy' 

  
  

Used by people in the incel subculture to describe conventionally-attractive men 
('Chads') and women ('Stacys'). 

Incel   
'Involuntary celibate' – a subculture mostly made of young men who think they're 
unable to find a romantic or sexual partner. People in this group may blame women 
and girls for this, and use sexist and misogynistic language to describe women. 

Manosphere   A subculture focused on masculinity and opposition to feminism. It's sometimes 
referred to as 'men's rights activism' or 'men going their own way (MGTOW)'. 

Taking the red 
pill   

To become aware of 'truths' about the world according to a subculture. This mostly 
relates to incel and manosphere culture, but is also used by far-right extremists (e.g. 
'becoming red-pilled on race'). 
Incels sometimes use the term 'black pill' – hopelessness that there is nothing a 
man can do to improve his attractiveness to women. 

Great 
replacement   

A far-right conspiracy theory stating that the global elite is deliberately replacing the 
population of white people (mainly in Europe) with non-white people. It's related to 
'white genocide' (see below). 

White 
genocide   A far-right conspiracy theory stating that there is a plot to make white people extinct. 

 
Emojis with inappropriate meanings 
Emojis can have lots of different meanings and most of the time children and young people will use 
them innocently. However, they might sometimes use them to discuss inappropriate things. 
If you see your young person using these emojis, it doesn’t necessarily mean they’re using them in the 
ways described below. 
Emojis change their meanings over time and can mean different things, depending on the context. 
In this list, we've focused on emojis with inappropriate meanings that are widely recognised. The list 
isn't exhaustive, and we'll update it as we confirm definitions that are gaining wider use. 
 
🌿 🥦 🍃     Cannabis. 
❄ ️⛄ 🎱   Cocaine. 
👀 🍜   Nudes / noods – short for nude or semi-nude photos. 
    🔌   Plug – slang term for a drug dealer. 
    🌽   Pornography (rhyming ‘porn’ with ‘corn’). 
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