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Despite the continuing challenging impacts of the Coronavirus on our daily lives, the 
Autumn Term within the Federation has been positive and filled with fun learning activities. 
We began the Autumn term with the Recovery Curriculum, a gentle curriculum aimed at 
supporting children back into school after the trauma of the national lockdown that so 
affected education in the Summer term.  However, the children and young people were 
quickly ready to return to their normal routines and the challenges of the full curriculum.
Who would have thought that we would then see another lockdown before Christmas and a 
further national lockdown in January? One thing is certain: we are all becoming more adept 
at supporting remote and blended learning!
We have had to do so many things so differently: zoomed assemblies and plays, remote 
education for those unable to attend school, closure of some school facilities and many 
community facilities that we may have visited. Words have taken on new meaning: 
“bubbles”, “shielding”, “social distancing”, “Zooming”, and we have had ever-changing 
patterns of attendance as people have had to go into self-isolation.
Our thoughts and sympathy are with all those who have felt the ravages of COVID, who are 
still recovering and those who have lost loved ones to this dreadful virus.
We hope that the photos in this newsletter will help to lift your spirits as you see our young 
people enjoying their lives and learning, despite the current turmoil of Coronavirus. 
Warmest regards,

                                                                   Julie Fardell - Executive Head 



I feel truly privileged to lead such a wonderful school and to have the opportunity of 
ensuring that each child at Cherry Oak receives the best possible education in their 
formative years.

Knowing that happy children learn well, we want to fill pupils’ time with the joy of learning 
benefiting from exceptional home learning support. As a result Cherry Oak has dedicated all 
our resources and energy to the way we work with each child both in school and at home.

I want to stress that there is no expectation on you, as parents, to try and replicate the 
work of teachers and support staff in school. The Department for Education stresses this in 
their advice to parents about supporting children’s learning at home which is something I 
wholeheartedly support.

You have an extremely challenging job at the moment. Having your children at home- 
keeping them safe, happy and well- alongside looking after yourself and often extended 
family members too.

We have been sending out activities and resources to support all children with the learning 
they are able to manage whilst at home. We recognise that this will differ for every family 
and understand that the children will not be carrying out a full day of learning as they would 
be at school. Do the best that you can in your own personal circumstances. We will do all 
we can to make sure pupils catch up on any lost learning once we are all back, face-to-face, 
enjoying the schools facilities again.

Ross Ashcroft - Headteacher at Cherry Oak School



We have become more adept at using video to support learning during lockdown. 
In addition to lessons using Zoom, our pupils have enjoyed Singing and Signing sessions 
with Judi, Christmas specials with Signing Hands, a concert with Nick the Vic and Magic 
Mayhem with Paul the magician. Even our Christmas market had to make the move to 
become the Quality Victoria Christmas shopping channel.
Our Christmas productions were streamed via YouTube meaning more families were able to 
access the shows than ever before.. and watch them again and again - our Key Stage 2 and 
14-19 shows had hundreds of views between them!



Victoria College welcomed students back in January amid our third national lockdown. A 
number of students have been requested to shield and some students have attended as 
parents are key workers or the need was assessed as necessary.
But it has not stopped learning both at home and in college. Students have received 
sensory creative packs and/or work packs for working at home, some students have been 
having one to one virtual learning with one student creating some beautiful cakes with 
her TA working from home too. Music therapy has continued, with sessions taking place 
in college and two students receiving their sessions at home. We have continued to offer 
an exciting curriculum in college with a visiting artist working with two groups of student, 
funded by 16-19 Tuition Fund. Amazing pieces of art have been created using charcoal, 
remote control cars, water spray guns and marker pens attached to whisks!

Clare Scattergood - Head of College


